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SHEER TALENT... HIP... COMPELLING...

REMARKABLE It’s good to see a theatre troupe with as

[A Fire] Plays like Raymond Chandler
crossed with Jack Kerouac, as filmed by
Robert Altman... [Peditto and Tirabassi]
work together beautifully. making their
poignant love story take piace that in-
stant on that stage.

Richard Christiansen, Chicag()
Tribune - WMAQ-TYV - "Dorn’t
Miss"

DISARMINGLY
EFFECTIVE...

Intelligent and talented... igloo has a
feisty attitude that bodes well.

s Lenny Kleinfeld, Chicago
Reader

A HOT igloo...
SPECTACULAR

The creativity and committed ensemble
acting mark igloo as a company well
worth watching... Spontaneous, un-
pretentious, real and very moving.

Albert Williams, Lerner
Newspapers

much unjaded urgency as igloo... A most
different work.

Dave Hoekstra, Chicago Sun-
Times

SIZZ1ES. .. CHECK OUT
igl.oo

Fantastically weird... One of the most
delightful and poignant love stories cur-
rently in Chicago.

Ellen Cannon, National Public
Radio

ONE OF THE MOST
INNOVATIVE

and significant theatre companies in
Chicago.

Iilinois Entertainer
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Wad Burning an Intriguing Local Bow for igLoo Troup

STAGE BEAT

By T. H. McCULLON

T on't he put off by the title of
the igloo group's first pro-
f uction in ils Hollywood
space.t .

Tho pretentious sounding A
Fire Was Burning Over the Dumnp-
ling Housa One Chinese New Year”
doesn’t\even hint at the chords
struck by the writing of Paul
Peditto and the lead performances
in this production of his Steppling-
¢sque 'éxploration of a small-time
hustler and his alcoholic, drug-rid-
den gitliriend. .

Horace I8 a bartender in a Man-
hattan transvestite bar—well. it's a
job—and -Buby Jane is a regular
cu:tom_e_rhidmg under a froway
wig and hehind dark shades. Their
mutual spark ignites and they be-
gin a muddled odyssey that ends in
Atlantic- City, he behind a casino

gaming: ‘tgble and she in scroung
Baltic’Avénue bars.

Its"a;
journey, But under Daniel Piburn's
theattjcal, tightly wound direction,
there’ls. also the sense of humor
that most people find to help them
survivé !l(e s traps.

A loi bf that humor, and a great
deals ol Insight Inlo what makes
Baby Jane tick, is provided by the
exceptiongl performance of Marid
Tirabassi as the lost girl trying to
find a. bghl to follow. Chris Peditlo
is 'fidel as " the passive Horace,
u-rcsxsu ; drawn to Baby Jane but
hamper by his own inability to
act'on his betier judgment. Saman-

tha Kaye'also impresses as Jane's.

junkje'glrifriend. -

A F‘ire Was Burning” is an
im.rlgumg local .bow for this relo-

ated Chicago company. They're
xmaglmmve ‘and unafraid to take
chances, and that makes for excit-
ing theater, .

At 6 j3 Santa Monica Bivd., Hol-
lywao Fmdcys and Saturdays,

R
disconcerting, harrowing

"Chris Peditto, Maria Tirabasi in **A

Fire Was Buming Over the
Dumpling House Onc Chinesc
New Year"-—a compelling duo.

8 p.:}L; Sundays, 7 pon; imlr'lihil}ly.
$12: (213} 962-3771.
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Sheer talent keeps ‘A Fire’
from completely losing face

By Richard Christiansen
Entertainment editor

There were plenty of things that went
wrong on the second floor of 3829 N.
Broadway Tuesday night for the premiere
of “A Fire Was Burning Over the Dump-
ling‘ ,House One Chinese New Year's Eve

' “The leading man briefly blew his lines
early in the proceedings and later drew an

- unintended laugh when he mistakenly put

on an expressionistic mask upside down.
Twice during the intermissionless show,
the lights in the tiny auditorium went out,
forcing the actors to improvise in the dark
for a few seconds until a fuse could be
restored. -

Yet, despite the foul-ups, something fair-
ly remarkable was going on here, too. The
small glow of talent in the theater shone

gh.

Paul Peditto's script, the first new work
to be attempted by the fledgling Igloo
theatrical group in its makeshi{t space,
plays much of the time like Raymond
Chandler crossed with Jack Kerouac, as
filmed by Robert Altman.

It's a love story in several scenes, told

- by a young man named Horace, a roman-
- tic wanderer who is one in a long line of

.

picaresque figures in fiction who walk on
the wild 'side of society.

His story relates how he meets his
stoned and abused true love, whom he
calls Baby Jane, in a transvestite bar and

- journeys with her through the lower

_depths of New York and the bizarre world

of Atlantic City. They survive, he picking

up what jobs he can and she slipping in

“A Fire Was Buming Over the Dump-
ling House One Chinese New Year ...

and out of drugs and prostitution. Then,
suddenly and sadly, their romance is over.

Familiar as this story of ill-fated love is,
as sloppily as it is sometimes constructed, -
and as random as a few of its scenes
seem, there's a ring of truth and a compel-
ling flow in its dialogue.

Horace is a hero with a touch of the poet
in him, and Jane is a waif of fascinating
personality details. Other characters—a
philosophical prostitute, an eager waitress
and a friendly druggic—are sketched
quickly but surely.

_ Under Dan Piburn's direction, the action .
is staged in one central area and on two

side platforms, with Horace's narration -:

acting as a bridge between scenes.
Lighting effects, when they're working,
are used inventively.

Horace is portrayed by Christopher
Peditto, the author's brother and Igloo’s
artistic director, and the gamin Baby Jane
by Maria Tirabassi, the group’s managing
director. I had not seen either of them
before Tuesday night, and I don’t know
how they might do in the future. But in
this play they work together beautifully,
making their poignant little love story
appear to take place that instant on that
stage. '
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THEATER .
By Dave Hoekstra

hote] Were as speny as the ﬂi(-kering
light buib above my beq, and thay
why [ think there’s too mych optj.
mism in -z Fire Was Buming Over
the Dumpling House One Chinese
New Year,” ", Ompelling urban
play Funning through Jan. T2 al the
IgLoo T, heater,

In whyt mounts g , “Love Sy,,.
IyY" for the cough-symp set, Baby

It's good to see g theater troupe
With gg much Unjaded urgency gy
the IgLoo folks, And while A Fire
Was Burningf‘ IS @ mogt different
work, in that ig the adventyre of
youth,

fistopher Peditt Orace (ffggfﬁ/mma C"”"?f,’,’;‘&,?ﬁ,‘f,,"j‘,’ Christopher Pedittog Perfor-
shows € Rripping clutch p as Who(e/Annga Cynthia Orthat Mance, the ip sensibility of Paul
Is characg, Pedite, Properly Baby Jane Maria Tirabassj Peditto'g Writing and the rich em.
layg Horace, Wanderipg Waitregs Stephanie Barrg poyment of the music of Tom
3 through 4 Variety of g d-en Jjobs A play by pay Peditto, Direcreg by Dan aits g Tito Puente make A
such gs lingerie sale » 4 sand. Piburn wy S€t design by Dan Pibun, Fire Wag Burnin Over the Dump
wich Maker ang finally a4 a studeny Christopher Peditto “a1,4 Maria Tira- ling Hoy, e hinese N Year”
3t casing’ sehog) in Atlantic City. | bassi, Music by Tom Waits, ' Tiro 4n interegt; ‘Compelling wor).
Through ap almost heroie desire to | Puente nd Fear. Presenteq by the - - - ‘

\ . el o b Igloo Theater Company. 3829 N
{)ccomg 8 provider a4 well oy his ! Broadway, 975.9197"




